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CCORDING to my Promife, I now prefent my Readers with the Letter in 
Vindication of the Petition oppofed by Eboracus. 


Jo the InpEPENDENT REFLECTOR. 


SIR, New-York, 3d February, 1753. 
HO’ Ido not remember, that you have in any of your Papers, promifed to 
admit Anfwers or Replies, to the Letters of your Correfpondents, I have 
notwithftanding, taken the Freedom to make fofne Remarks upon that figned 
Ebeoracus, which was printed in your laft. It is not my Intention, to oppofe 
‘either the Principles of that Author, or your‘own. No, Sir, I aim at nothing more 
‘than to except the particular Cafe which makes the Subject of his Letter, from the 
‘ Influence of thofe Principles, and to Point out a few Miftakes in it, which will, as 
* I judge, have a Tendency, to vindicate the Petitioners, from any Surmifes of Collufion, 
* finifter Schemes, or Affurance, which Mankind are too apt, without fufficient Evidence, 
*to entertain of them. As I will caft no Reflections whatever, nor even prefs what I 
‘write with Animation and Fire, but confine myfelf to a fhort fimple Narration of 
* Particulars, fer the Benefit of the Innocent, but injured Petitioners ; I have the utmoft 
* Confidence that you will give my Letter, a Pafs thro’ your Paper. efpecially when I 
* entirely fubmit both its Matter and Drefs, to your ingenious Corrections. 


c 
. 
‘ 
‘ 


‘First: The Petitioners, as I am informed, are enabled, by the moft authentic 
* Records, to prove that the Lands which belong to them, and adjoin to the Soil, for 
* which they have prayed a Grant, were originally bounded by a Street, or Road, that 
* ran along the Edge of the River. ' They can alfo render it evident by the Teftimony of 
‘ many living Witneffes, that there was a high Bank, Part of the Petitioners Lands, near 
‘the River, which, by the gradual Encroachments of the Water for many Years, is at 
* length entirely wafh’d away: And alfo, that in former Times the Diftance between the 
* Meadow belonging to the Petitioners, and the utmoft Verge of High-Water Mark, 
* was very confiderable, they being feparated by the above mentioned Bank ; but that 
at this Day, the Water rifes almoft to the Edge of the Meadow, and in Spring-Tides 
‘overflows the greateft Part of it. Whence it manifefty appears, that part of the very 
‘Land prayed for, between the now High and Low-Water Mark, originally belonged 
* tothe Petitioners. So that, altho’ the Corporation ought to difpofe of their Lands at 
* public Vendue; yet, in this Cafe, a Sale of that Kind would fubject the Petitioners 


*to the Neceffity, either of paying an ‘exorbitant Price for, or fuffering fome other 
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56 The INDEPENDENT REFLECTOR. 


* Perfon, who would be the higheft Bidder, to take from them what is equitably theirs, 
«I muft, therefore, beg Leave to think, that a private Sale to the Petitioners of the 
¢ Lands they have prayed for, is extremely juft and reafonable. 


© Ir is alfo a Miftake in the Letter-Writer, That all the Water Lats from Mdr.Defbrofte’s 
* to Mr. Bogart’s, svere expofed to Sale at publick Auétion, or Vendue. In Proof of this, I 
¢ adduce the following Inftances. In the Year 1701, a Grant pafled to one Sacket, of 
“the Soil contained between the Bounds of his Land, and Low-Water, for the 
* Confideration of £.90, Part of which is to the Weftward of Mr. De/brojfe’s ; and the 
« Breadth of the whole Lands granted, (including Mr. Defbrojfe’s Lot) was no lefs than 
* Five Hundred and Sixty Feet. This Sale was not at Vendue; nor was there one 
* Farthing as a Quit Rent referved. Another Grant was afterwards made about the 
“ Year 1737, to Mr. Peck, fubject to the Refervation of one Shilling per Foot, per 
* Annum: But neither was this a Sale at publick Auction. It muft indeed be confefled; 
“ that moft of the Land fram the Weft Bounds of Sacket, to the Slip called Pect’s, was 
fold by the Corporation at Vendue : But true it is, that every Part of that Land, was 
* near One Hundred and Fifty Feet above High-Water Mark, and lay between that, 
“and the publick Road, commonly called Qysen-Stret. And as to that other 
«Inftance mentioned in the Letter, of a publick Sale of the Lots where Meflis. 
¢ Walton and Clarif now live. It is to be remarked, that they were not Water Lots 
“at the Time of their Sale, as the Author aflerts, but either Upland unconveyed by 
‘the Corporation, or Water Lots which had, before that Time, been filled up at the 
* public Expence. And an annual Sum was paid, as I am informed, to a certain 
* Perfon for his Care and Overfight of that Bufinefs. “ 


{ ANoTHER Miftake in the Letter, is the Affertion, That the Petitioners propojed to the 
$ Committee, to accept of a Grant of the Lots from High to Low-Water Mark, and thence 
S$ Two Hundred Feet into the River, fubje& to a Quit-Rent of Nine Pence Feet. Unhappily, 
Sir, the Propofals to the Committee were verbal: Nor do I find, that any Minute has 
“been made ofthem. The Truth, however, of the Matter is, that the Petitioners did 
* not afk of the Committee, any more than the Land from High-Water Mark to /Vater- 
* Street, which is near Two Hundred Feet lefs than Eboracus mentions ; for which they 
* offered an annual Rent of Nine-Pence a Foot, to commence at the Expiration of Twenty 
“ Years, from the Date of their Grant. That fuch only were the Propofals, I appeal 
“to the whole Committee, and to all the Members of the Corporation, who were 
* prefenat when a verbal Report of the Matter was made; and if they do not 
* unanimoufly confirm my Account, | will acquiefce in any Conclufion whatever, to the 
* Prejudice of the Integrity and Honour of the Petitioners. Hence it alf@ appears, that 
* the Letter is chargeable with another Miftake, viz. 


“THAT the Petitioners did not propofe to give any Confideration at all for the Lots, from 

* High to Low-Water Mark. Whereas if the above Propofals are true, as to the Extent 
* of the Land, the Soil between High and Low-Water Mark, is nearly all that is 
“contained, between High-Water Mark and Water-Street ; and therefore is that upon 
* which alone the annual Rent of Nine Pence per Foot, can poffibly be fixed. Nor are the 
‘Terms upon which they propofed to take the Lands, fo aftonifhingly abfurd as the 
* Letter-Writer pretends. As a great Part of the Land they prayed for, was equitably 
* theirs, it is but reafonable, that the Rent referved upon thofe Lands, fhould -be {maller 
“than ufual. But, befides, it is a common Practice, with the Corporation, to grant 
¢ Lands free from Rent for a Number ef Years, when their Situation is fuch as neceflarily 
‘ww 
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‘ to fubject the Purehafers to great Expence, before they can be made profitable. In this 
t View the Lands prayed for by the Petitioners, are in a worfe State than any that have 
‘ been hitherto granted by the Corporation ; and therefore, a Grant unincumbered with 
¢a Rent for a Number of Years, is not fo great and unreafonable a Donation, ae 
‘ Eboracus has laboured to prove. 


‘Bur further, Sir, excepting a few Inftances, it has invariably been the Practice of 
‘the Corporation, to grant the Water Lots to particular Petitioners, upon Terms agreed 
‘on between them, and not at Vendue. In thefe Grants, the Preference has generally 
‘ been given to the Proprietors of the Upland, contiguous to the Water Lots. I have 
‘ beiden heard it aflerted by the Petitioners, that, confidering the Nature and Situaticn of 
‘the Soil oppofite to the Water Lots, the Expence of Dockage will be fo great, as that 
¢ Nine Pence per Foot for them, is as much as they thought thofe Lots were worth. And 
¢ that if their Propofals are further confidered, with relation to the common Terms, upon 
t which the Grants of the Corporation have lately been made, it will appear, that the 
© Refervation of Nine Pence per Foot, was as advantageous to the City, all Things 
* confidered, as moft others that have been made. 


‘ Upon the whole, if thefe unornamented Affertions are true, and I aver them to be 
‘ fa, how little Reafon is there for the hard Infinuations, that the Letter-Writer has 
‘ urged againft the Petitioners ? Their Petitition for a private Grant, befides its being 
* equitable in this Cafe, as I have fhewn, far from being unprecedented, was wholly 
* agreable to the former and latter Practice in fuch Cafes. The Terms upon which 
‘they propofed to take the Grant, were reafonable in their Opinion, and fuch as 
“they could not exceed without prejudicing their own Intereft. And by the Length of 
‘ Time this Matter has been depending, inftead of furprizing the Corporation into a 
¢ Grant that would prove detrimental to this City, they have given them ample Leifure 
to confider the Nature of thofe Propofals. Where then is the Abfurdity of their 
« Conduct ? What Foundation is there for charging them with aftonifhing Propofitions ? 
* Or for the injurious Reflection, that they were endeavouring to cajole the Corporation, 
‘into a Step prejudicial to the Inhabitants of this City, with whofe Rights they are 
* intrufted. I believe every unprejudiced Man will think they are vanifhed ; and by your 
* Affiltance, I hope to have the Satisfaction, to hear many, who were impofed upon by 
* the Letter, confefs themfelves agreably undeceived. 

I am, Your Humble Servant, 


AGRICOLA,’ 


Tne preceeding Letter had been printed fooner, but the Subjeét of it being a Matter 
of much Converlation in Town, and the Faéts it contains varioufly reprefented, I cared 
not to publifh it, till I had fufficiently acquainted myfelf with the whole Affair, and was 
enabled to reprefent the Petition, and the Objections to it, in a true Light. 


My Correfpondent afferts, that a great Part of the Land within the Grant prayed 
for by the Petitioners, has fram Time to Time been wathed away, and that moft of the 
Soil equitably belongs to them. If thefe Faéts are true, the Prayer of the Petition, for 
whatever they can prove originally theirs, ought in Juftice to be granted without 
any Confideration: And Quare, whether they are not entitled to it without a Grant 
from the Corporation ? But I cannot conceive that the Petitioners Right to a Part of 
what is now beyond Low-Water Mark, fhould entitle them to any Thing not included 
in their juft Bounds, at a lower Rate than others are willing to give. For be the 
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Commodioufnefs or Inconveniency of Situation what it will, the Corporation ought not 
in Juftice to their Conftituents, to grant it without a valuable Confideration, 
The Petitioners propofe, for aught I know, as much as any others are willing to 
give ; but what that is, cannot well be determined, till they have had ar 
Opportunity of making their offers. And no Way feems to me fo proper, as 
expofing it to Sale at public Vendue. Nor can the Poffeflors of the Lands adjoining, 
have any Reafon to think themfelves, by this Method, aggrieved, there being no more 
Colour for pretending, that the Contiguity of their Lands, entitles them to what belongs 
to the City, than to the Lands of any adjoining Neighbours, The Inftances affigned, 
of Grants by former Corporations to the. Owners of contiguous Lands, fhould be no 
Argument with the prefent Corporation to do the like: For if their Predecefiors have 
done Wrong, the prefent ought not to imitate their Example. Befides, the Water Lots 
are now of greater Value than formerly ; and why the Publick fhould not have the 
Advantage of the Rife of Lands, as well as private Perfons, I cannot conceive. 


Ir muft alfo be confeffed, that if fuch was the Praétice of former Corporations, the 
Petitioners were injured in fome of the Charges of Eboracus, as well as my own. For if the 
Corporation has heretofore made fo great a Number of fimilar Grants, as this Gentleman 
mentions, their Petition ought not to have been reprefented in fo difadvantageous 
a Light. The Imitation of a common Praétice, could not be an unexampled Piece of 
Immodefty. So far therefore as Eboracus’s Obfervations were founded upon this Miftake, 
they muft be erroneous ; and I am obliged to the Writer of this Letter, for enabling 
me to rectify his Error , and doing the Petitioners all the Juftice in my Power. But I 
cannot at the fame Time help remarking, that the Correction of this Article, will not in 
the leaft affect the Principles upon which the Arguments againft the Grant prayed for, 
are founded. Thofe ftill remain in full Force, and are abfolutely inconteftible. It 
will indeed place the Conduct of the Petitioners in a more favourable Light; but rendet 
that of the Corporation, fhould they give into the Scheme, the more inexcufable and 
unjuft. Have forrher Corporations made a Praétice of giving away the Lands of the 
City, it fhould be an Inducement to their Succeflors, to obliterate the Remembrance of 
thofe Tranfgreffions, by a more inviolable Attachment to their Duty. And however they 
may flatter themfelves with a kind of Omnipotence and unaccountable Authority, I 
doubt not they will experience the Refentment of an injur'd People, at a Time 


when they are moft follicitous about the popular Efteem. 
; O. 


Fer the Letter from Puiraretues, J return my moft bearty Thanks ; it contains fo 

feafonable and judicious a Defence of my Papers, that in ‘fuftice to myfelf, it frall not 
remain long unpublifhed. I flatter myfelf with the Hopes of fome further Alffance, from 
ff ingenious a Corre/pondent, whofe eafy, flowing Style, is the moft inconfiderable Ornament of 
his Letter. 

To the Gentleman who is fo urgent with me to publifh the Names of the Perfons who have taken 
Offence at fome of my Papers, and returned them; I anfwer, That tho’ I am cbliged ta him 
Sor the Zeai he expreffes in my Favour, yet 1 can by no Means comply with his Reque/? ; expofing 
the Bigotry, Superftition, Weakne/s and Ignorance of private Chara€iers, being remote from my 
Anclination and Defign. I Juppofe it will be a Pleafure to him to be informed, that fhould Fifty 
of my Subfcribers fall off, there are as many ready to Jubferibe in their Stead; and if One 
Hundred were firuck out of my Lif, I can Sill profecute my Labours without Expence to myfelfy 
ar any Difcouragement to my Printer. 


, 
im 
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New-Yorx: Printedby J. Parker, at the New Printing-Ofice, in Beaver-Strecet. 
W here Letters to the Auther are taken in. 












































